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Abstract

This paper examines the experience of seeking to introduce crime prevention as an objective of planning in England,

at a time when the primary purpose of the planning system is seen as the achievement of sustainable development. It

argues that although the rhetoric of safer places is well established in the approaches to sustainable development

found in government policy documents, the practice of delivering this on the ground is much less clear. In part this is

because the process has been an incremental one, with work still to be done to fashion all the tools needed if this

vision is to become an everyday reality. But the most difficult issues are probably those that arise from conflicts

between the urban design and the crime preventio advice that is available to the planning system, some of which are

exacerbated by the absence of research evidence that might help to resolve them. The paper ends with some

suggestions about how these issues might be tackled.
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emphasis on crossing disciplinary boundaries and providing global perspective, each guest-edited issue focuses on a

single subject of contemporary interest and relevance to practitioners, academics and students working in a wide

range of disciplines. Subject areas include: architecture; conservation; economic development; environmental

planning; health; housing; regeneration; social issues; spatial planning; sustainability; urban design; and transport.

Guest-Editors are established international experts in their respective fields; they not only commission contributions,

but also oversee the peer-reviewing process in collaboration with the Editors. All issues include reviews of recent

publications.  
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